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A Paſtoral Letter to the 


nicions which eveW@oe in his particular Diſtri& 
ſhall chink fit co be made unto you. 

Your Condition tor many years palt hath been 
ſuch, as enabl'd you to manifeſt a ſtedtaſtneſs in your 
Religion, rather by ſuffering for it in your own 
| Perſons than by contributing aRively towards the 
1 planting it in the Minds and Hearts of your Fellow. 
| > Subjets. TheExerciſe of it hath been private and 
precarious, tending rather rowardsthe Preſervation 
\ of it in your ſelves, than OTIS of it in 0. 

| thers. But now you are in Circumſtances of letting 
| _- it appearabroad, and of edifying your Neighbors 
[i] by profeſſing it publicly, and living up to the Rules 
preſcribed by it. | 

We need not tell you what Obligation you lie 
. under on. this Account, and how unjuſtifiable your 
| Behavior will be in the Judgment of God and Men, 
s if irbenotconformable co thoſe Rajles,_if che Li. 

berty you enjoy of profeſiing your Religion be 
not improved into Practices ſuitable to the Sandti- 
rythereof, and if the Truch of your Faith be not 
manifeſted by an Exemplarity in your Lives. _ 
Charicy, which the Apo eclares to be the 
a= - End ofthe Law, is the Vertue by which your Faith 
"is ro operate, and be kept alive : Your Underſtand. 
"ings may be united without it, but your Hearts 
=canhot. This lacter Union is/that which maintains 
the former, and renders ir uſefu} cowards obtaining 
the End for which ic is beſtowed upon you. 
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Lay-Catholics of England. — 

We cannot mind you of this important Duty with , 
words more expreſiive of what We deſire, than © 
choſe - which the ſame Apoſtle made uſe of to ex. 
hort the Epheſians : We conare you, as he did them, 296.4. 
to walk in a manner worthy of the Vocation by which you 
are called, - with all Humility and Meekneſs, with Pati- 
ence ſupporting one another in Charity, ſollicitous for main 
taining the Unity of Spirit in a Bond of Peace. 

You ſee of how great Concern this Unity of Spi- 
rit is unto you, by the care which the Apoſtle takes 
to have it well guarded. You likewiſe may obſerve 
the qualicy of the Guard which is ſer co: ſecure ic. 
The imployment of ordinary Guatds is to ſecure 
Peace, but here Peace ic (elf 15 appointed to be che 
Guard : Peace inthe firſt place with God, by an 
entire ſubmiſſion to the Orders of his Divine Provi- 
dence; from which connaturally follows -a Peace - 
within your ſelves, and a Peace with your Fellow- 
Subjects. | 

As Peace is a-ſecure-Guard to the Spirit of true 
Religion and Piety, fo it is by che Apoltle ranked $.,. 
in the third place amongſt-the Fruits 'of the Spirit. | 
The Soul centers in God by Charity, and finding . -- ,* 
there an entire Satisfa&tion, reſts in Peace. ++. 

Our lntencion in exhorting you to a Practice of 
Charicy;.is not that'ic be cqnlta'd co perſons of your 
own Religion: Such confinement would be' a:de+ 
ſtruction of it ; for true Charity: hath. no' Boands: 
You mult love thoſe of your Religion, becaule they 
"> _—_ ' 2 | 
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A Paſtoral Letter to the = 
are fo; and others, that as they profeſs chemlelves to 
be Chriſtians, they may becomeMembers of the Ca. 
tholic Church. You muſt evidence your Love to- 
wards theſe,by an inoffenſivenels in your Behavior. 

The'memory of paſt hardſhips which you have ' 
\uffered nary” Ard\.xm | them, ma apt to 
create provoking Animoſities, 'and the Liberty you 
now enjoy may poſlibly tempt you to inſult over 
thoſe who formerly abridged you of ic : But ic muſt 
be your care to prevent or ſuppreſs all ſuch irregular 
Motions. You muſt eadeavor to tread in the Foot- 
ſteps of our Divine Maſter, who-was fo far from 
making ſuch paſſionate returns; that he did not for- 
bear,even in the height of his Perſecutions,co ſigna- 
lize the Exceſs of his Charity to thoſe who weze 
guilty okthem. St. Peter puts you in mind of this, 
propoſing the Example of Chriſt to your imication ; 
who, when his Enemies treated him with moſt our- 
ragious Language, was far from anſwering them in 
the ſame Diale& : When he was provok'd by them 
toche higheſt degree of a juſt Indignation, he did not 
ſo much as threaten them with the exerciſe of his 
Power. The ſame Apoftle leaving usa Character 


of true Chriſtians, declares, That chey muſt be unani- 
mmous, > onate, Lovers of the Brotherhood, merciful, 


modeſt, , not rendring evil for evil, railing for rail. 
ing ; - but on the contrary returning Bleſſings to thoſe who 
treated them in this manner. 

Now if in quality of true Chriſtians you ought 
BY | _ 


to live uþ to'this CharaRer ; if you ought to make. 
it —_ the moſt provoking circumſtances that 
Providence might place you in; what is. to be ex- 
pe from you-in theſe which at preſear you are 

ayored with? You are indulg'd a public Exerciſe 
of your Religion; a great part of che Nation,whole 
Perſuaſion in Points of Religion doth differ moſt 
from Yours, and which in time paſt hath been ſe. 
vere upon your Perſons, is willing to enter into a 
Friendly Correſpondence with you ; and if ſome 0- 
chers do repine at-your veing Sharers ia the Liberty 
which chemſelyes enjoy wich much greater Adyan- 
rage, the moſt effeftual means to convince them of 
their Error, js to edifie them by your good Example. 

You live under 4 Prince of your own Religion, to. 
whom, next unto God, you owe this Felicity. You, 
have his Power to protect you in-the free Exerciſe 
of your Religion, and his Example/to encourage 
your diſcharge of this [Duty in a moſt edifyiag man- 
ner. | His Majeſty's afliduouſneſs at the Diyine Ser. 
vice, and other FunQtions perform'd in his Chappel, 
notwithſtanding che-mulcirade of weighty Afﬀeairs, 
which might f thy excuſe him.trom ſuch Ar. 
tendance ; the relpeful Poſture in_which he per. 
forms this Religious Duty, and which argues a Pre- 
lence of Mind no leſs than'of his Body, cannot/but 
invite you, both as .good Catholics and good Sub. 
jets, ro a-Conformiry with ſo Eminent. a Partern, 
W hat bulineſs cam diſpenſe you, from diſcharging 
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 A'Paſtoral Litter tothe 
theſe Obligations, when you ſeeHis Majeſty under 
the Weight of the whole Government ſo '/punQual 
in His Compliance wich them ? 

It may ſeem needleſs ro ſuggeſt unto you another 
Obligation you lie under, nor only of a paſſive Obe. 
dience to His Majeſty's Orders relating to the Go. 
vernment, bur alſo of an ative and chearful Con. 
currence with Him therein : Your own Safety and 
Intefeſt being concern'd inthis, and depending on 
it, are ſufficient Inducements for your endeavoring 
ro give full Satisfa&tion in this Point. | 

His Majeſty hath been graciouſly pleaſed nor on. 
ly ro favor you with His" Royal ProteQtion, bur 
moreover to honor'many amongſt you with a ſhare 
of che Government under Him. He hath admitred 
you ro Employments both Civil and Milicary, from 
which by the ſeverity- of our Laws you have for- 
merly been extluded : He hath plac'd you in Cir. 
wy bans of manifeſting to the World that it was 
neither want of Loyalty nor Ability that occalion'd 

our former Excluſion : He hath capacitated you 
hereby to remove the Prejudices which in former 
Reigns your Religion and Perſons have lain under. 
So Jar henceforth there will be no reaſon co ap. 
prehend your being Sufferets, or that your Fellow. 
Subje&s will'be preferr'd before you in manage. 
ment of public Truſts on cheſe accounts, fince Reli. 
gion is no longer a Bar to your Prefermenc, 
_ . VWetherefore earneſtly defire cboſe amongſt you 
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who are already.in Offices, fo to behave chemſelves | 
in them, that neither His Majeſty may have occa- 
lion to repent, nor His other Subjects to repine ar 
the Choice he hath made of them, We exhort thoſe 
who are not yet in public Employment, to bear 
their Lots with Modeſty and Patience, wirhour Mur- 
muring or Envy. We conjure you all coabſtain 
from {peaking or ating any thing - that may ſeem 
to have the leaſt indecent refleftion upon the Go- 
vernment. The Councils of Kings are Sacred, as 
well as their Perſons ; and ic is a kind of Sacrilege in 
Subjeas ro be too bald wich either : Their Duty is, 
not to approach their Perſons but with reſpe&, nor 
diſcourſe of cheir Councils without ſubmiſhon.. .* ,,, ... 

Lzt every Soul (We ſpeak to you again in the-words 
of Sr. Paul) be ſubjeft to Higher Powers ; for there i no 
Power but of God, and thoſe that be,are ordained of God ; 
Therefore he that reſiſteth Power, refiſteth the Ordinance 
of God ; and they who reſiſt, do purchaſe to themſelves Dam- 
nation. What in this'Fexc of che; Apoſtle is aid of 
Higher Powers, muſt be underſtood not only of the 
Supreme Authority which, is ſcated in the King's 

* Perſodn, bur proppreguably alſo of thac which His Sy 
' Majeſty is pleaV'd co.impare to His Miniſters of Stare, OL 
and other Magiſtrates in their reſpective ſtations. Ie 
ts the King that acts principally-in,-and-by thole © 
Subordinate Officer ; His Royal CharaRter o_ 
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_ ions hereafter will noc-be wanting of inculca- 
theſe ,, when We enter -opon' Our: relpe&t ave 
| Providew, where We are to dedicate Out La 
your Spiritual Improvement; and:where We Not 
«to and ſuch Difpoſigons,' as by rendring Our Paſts. | 
2. 13. irdl Sollicitude profitable to you, may pA it cafſe 4 
and comfortableto Our ſelves, Pray for Us ;\- And 
the God of Peace, who brought out from the dead the great 
"Paſtor of the $ heep# in the Bilbod of the Eternil Teſtament, 
our Kord Jeſus Criſt, fir ou in all Goodweſs, workings "n 
you that Which is pleafung i in bis i {2bt, 


Your moſt afteionate Servants in Chriſt, 


Fobn Biſhop of Adramite: V.A. 
* Bongventzre Biſhop of Madaura.V. A. 
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